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Minister of Justice
Mohamed Salah Ben Aissa
31, boulevard Bab Bnet
1006 Tunis
Tunisia

Fax: +216 71 56 18 04
Email: mju@ministeres.tn

Date



Your Excellency,



may I take the liberty of drawing your attention to the 

22-year student known by the pseudonym «Marwan»

who was sentenced to one year in prison on 22 September, by the First Instance Court in Souse under Article 230 of the Penal Code, which criminalizes same-sex relations. The judicial police in Hammam-Sousse had summoned Marwan for questioning on 6 September after officers found his number on the phone of a man who had been murdered. During interrogation, Marwan was questioned about his relationship with the murdered man. According to his lawyer, he confessed that he had engaged in homosexual relations with the man after police officers slapped him and threatened to undress and rape him, and charge him with murder if he did not confess.

The criminalization of consensual sexual relations between adults of the same sex is discriminatory and contrary to Tunisia’s international human rights obligations under numerous treaties. Additionally, the UN Human Rights Committee prohibits discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity (Articles 2 and 26); and to respect freedom of expression (Article 19); freedom from arbitrary interference with the right to privacy (Article 17); and freedom of conscience (Article 18).


	I hereby urge the Tunisian authorities to quash Marwan’s conviction;

I am calling on you to release Marwan immediately and unconditionally; 
I am calling on you to repeal Article 230 of the Penal Code, which criminalizes 
consensual same-sex relations.

Your intervention in this case will be highly appreciated.
Respectfully yours







Copies go to:
President, Béji Caïd Essebsi 
Speaker of Parliament, President Mohamed Naceur
Your embassy in Berne, Switzerland
Sender




President
Béji Caïd Essebsi
Presidential Palace
Carthage, Tunis
Tunisia
Fax: +21671744721
Email: contact@carthage.tn

Date



Your Excellency,



may I take the liberty of drawing your attention to the 
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