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Your Excellency,

I am writing to you to express my sincere concern about Iranian painter and prisoner of conscience 
Atena Farghadani, who remains in prison 
pending the outcome of her appeal against a 12 years and 9 months prison sentence. 

Atena Farghadani was sentenced on 1 June 2015 following an unfair trial before a Revolutionary Court in Tehran that lasted less than half a day. She was convicted of ‘gathering and colluding against national security’, ‘insulting members of parliament through paintings’, ‘spreading propaganda against the system’, ‘insulting the President’ and ‘insulting the Iranian Supreme Leader’. The charges stem from her peaceful activities, including her association with families of political prisoners, her posts on Facebook and her artwork.

	I am therefore calling on you to quash Atena Farghadani’s conviction and sentence as they arise from the peaceful exercise of her rights to freedom of expression and association and to release her immediately;
	I urge you to investigate her subjection to forced virginity tests which violate the absolute prohibition of torture, and cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment under international law, including Article 7 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), to which Iran is a state party;
	Finally, I am Reminding you that Article 19 of the ICCPR protects the right to freedom of expression, which includes artistic activities. 



Trusting, you shall give full attention to the above, I remain yours sincerely.






Copies to be sent to
Head of the Judiciary, Ayatollah Sadegh Larijani
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Your Excellency,

I am writing to you to express my sincere concern about Iranian painter and prisoner of conscience 
Atena Farghadani, who remains in prison 
pending the outcome of her appeal against a 12 years and 9 months prison sentence. 

Atena Farghadani was sentenced on 1 June 2015 following an unfair trial before a Revolutionary Court in Tehran that lasted less than half a day. She was convicted of ‘gathering and colluding against national security’, ‘insulting members of parliament through paintings’, ‘spreading propaganda against the system’, ‘insulting the President’ and ‘insulting the Iranian Supreme Leader’. The charges stem from her peaceful activities, including her association with families of political prisoners, her posts on Facebook and her artwork.

	I am therefore calling on you to quash Atena Farghadani’s conviction and sentence as they arise from the peaceful exercise of her rights to freedom of expression and association and to release her immediately;

I urge you to investigate her subjection to forced virginity tests which violate the absolute prohibition of torture, and cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment under international law, including Article 7 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), to which Iran is a state party;
	Finally, I am Reminding you that Article 19 of the ICCPR protects the right to freedom of expression, which includes artistic activities. 



Trusting, you shall give full attention to the above, I remain yours sincerely.




Copies to be sent to
Supreme Leader. Ayatollah Sayed ‘Ali Khamenei

