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His Excellency
Ayatollah Sayed 'Ali Khamenei
Leader of the Islamic Republic
The Office of the Supreme Leader
Islamic Republic Street – End of Shahid
Keshvar Doust Street
Tehran /Islamic Republic of Iran

info_leader@leader.ir 
				Date	
Your Excellency,

I am deeply concerned and disturbed by reports that the death sentences of 
Jamshid Dehghani, Jahangir Dehghani, Hamed Ahmadi and Kamal Molayee
who belong to the Kurdish minority, have been upheld by Iran's Supreme Court. They are at imminent risk of execution. 

First of all, I wish to state that I am opposed to the death penalty in all cases. In the cases of the above-named men there are further reasons to oppose the death penalty:
They are believed to have been tortured or otherwise ill-treated while in detention, and they did not have a lawyer. Having access to a lawyer must be the very first condition of every accused person, and particularly of those who may face the death penalty.
 
They were accused, together with six others, of involvement in the assassination of a senior Sunni cleric close to the authorities on 17 September 2009. They have denied any involvement in the assassination, stating that their arrest and detention preceded the assassination by several months. They were threatened with the arrest of family members and were forced to sign papers without being allowed to read them.

I take the liberty of urging the authorities
	to  seriously consider these shocking details and refrain from executing the four men named above;

to order a re-trial in proceedings which comply with fair trial standards without recourse to the death penalty;
to effectively investigate the allegation that Jamshid Dehghani, Jahangir Dehghani, Hamed Ahmadi and Kamal Molayee were tortured and otherwise ill-treated, and disregard as evidence in court any "confession" that may have been obtained under torture;
to make sure that the men are protected from torture and other ill-treatment, are granted all necessary medical treatment and are allowed immediate and regular contact with their lawyers and families.

Thanking you for your intervention, I remain

								        Most respectfully yours

  								
Copies of this letter to:
- H.E. Mohammed Javad Larijani, Head of the Judiciary.  larijani@ipm.ir 
- The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Bern, Switzerland. secretariat@iranembassy.ch 


