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____________________
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Ministro da Justiça
Exmo. Sr. José Eduardo Martins Cardozo
Esplanada dos Ministérios
Bloco "T", 4º andar
70064-900 – Brasilia - DF
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Fax: 00 55 61 2025 7803












	Date: ______________




Dear Minister,
There is serious concern for the safety of some 60 indigenous Guarani-Kaiowá people, including children, who occupied a sugar cane plantation they say is their ancestral land in the state of Mato Grosso do Sul on 15 September. Armed private security guards working on the plantation are reported to have threatened these people, even threatening to kill them.
For this reason, I am writing to you with great urgency to ask you to ensure the Guarani-Kaiowá people are not subjected to threats and harassment.
Apparently these Guarani Kaiowá people from the Apyka´i community and other villages were originally evicted from this land in 1999 after having lived there since the 19th century, and had been living beside a highway since then.
I therefore wish to take this opportunity to call upon you and your government to push forward the demarcation process for Apyka'i and other Indigenous communities’ lands in Mato Grosso do Sul, thus fulfilling its obligations under the Brazilian Constitution, Convention 169 of the International Labour Organisation and the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (to both of which Brazil is a signatory) to complete all land demarcations.
Thank you for your help in this matter.
Yours very sincerely,
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Dear Minister,
There is serious concern for the safety of some 60 indigenous Guarani-Kaiowá people, including children, who occupied a sugar cane plantation they say is their ancestral land in the state of Mato Grosso do Sul on 15 September. Armed private security guards working on the plantation are reported to have threatened these people, even threatening to kill them.
For this reason, I am writing to you with great urgency to ask you to ensure the Guarani-Kaiowá people are not subjected to threats and harassment.
Apparently these Guarani Kaiowá people from the Apyka´i community and other villages were originally evicted from this land in 1999 after having lived there since the 19th century, and had been living beside a highway since then.
I therefore wish to take this opportunity to call upon you and your government to push forward the demarcation process for Apyka'i and other Indigenous communities’ lands in Mato Grosso do Sul, thus fulfilling its obligations under the Brazilian Constitution, Convention 169 of the International Labour Organisation and the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (to both of which Brazil is a signatory) to complete all land demarcations.
Thank you for your help in this matter.
Yours very sincerely,


