

From:



President
His Excellency Abd Rabbu Mansour al-Hadi
Office of the President
Sana’a 
Republic of Yemen

Fax: 00 967 1 274 147

Date: 



Your Excellency,
I am writing with great urgency to call upon you to halt the execution of Muhammad Abdul Wahhab Faysal al-Qassem and commute his death sentence. Muhammad Abdul Wahhab Faysal al-Qassem was convicted of a murder he was alleged to have committed in February 1998 and it seems that he was under the age of 18 at that time.
May I remind you and your government that your country is bound by international standards for fair trial in capital cases, including the right to be presumed to be under the age of majority when in doubt and the right to seek pardon or commutation of the sentence. Indeed, I believe that Article 31 of the Penal Code (Law 12 of 1994) prohibits the use of the death penalty against anyone under 18 years of age at the time of committing a crime. This is in line with Article 37 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and Article 6 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to both of which Yemen is a state party.
Whilst acknowledging the right and responsibility of governments to bring to justice those suspected of recognizably criminal offences, I unconditionally oppose the use of the death penalty in all cases as I believe it is the ultimate cruel, inhuman and degrading punishment and is a violation of the right to life. I therefore urge you to stop ratifying death sentences and to establish a moratorium on executions, with a view to completely abolishing the death penalty.
Please take action to halt the execution of Muhammad Abdul Wahhab Faysal al-Qassem immediately and establish a moratorium on executions promptly. Thank you.
Yours respectfully,









Copies of this letter to:
- Minister of Human Rights, Her Excellency Houriah Ahmed Mashhour, Sana’a.
- Ambassade de la République du Yémen, Cointrin, Switzerland.

From:



Attorney General
His Excellency Ali Ahmed Nasser al-Awash
Attorney General’s Office
Sana’a
Republic of Yemen

Fax: 00 967 1 374 412

Date: 



Your Excellency,
I am writing with great urgency to call for the execution of Muhammad Abdul Wahhab Faysal al-Qassem to be halted and for his death sentence to be commuted. Muhammad Abdul Wahhab Faysal al-Qassem was convicted of a murder he was alleged to have committed in February 1998 and it seems that he was under the age of 18 at that time.
May I remind you and your government that your country is bound by international standards for fair trial in capital cases, including the right to be presumed to be under the age of majority when in doubt and the right to seek pardon or commutation of the sentence. Indeed, I believe that Article 31 of the Penal Code (Law 12 of 1994) prohibits the use of the death penalty against anyone under 18 years of age at the time of committing a crime. This is in line with Article 37 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and Article 6 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to both of which Yemen is a state party.
Whilst acknowledging the right and responsibility of governments to bring to justice those suspected of recognizably criminal offences, I unconditionally oppose the use of the death penalty in all cases as I believe it is the ultimate cruel, inhuman and degrading punishment and is a violation of the right to life. I therefore urge that the ratification of death sentences be stopped and a moratorium on executions be established, with a view to completely abolishing the death penalty in your country.
Please take action to ensure that the execution of Muhammad Abdul Wahhab Faysal al-Qassem is halted immediately and that a moratorium on executions is established promptly. Thank you.
Yours respectfully,









Copies of this letter to:
- Minister of Human Rights, Her Excellency Houriah Ahmed Mashhour, Sana’a.
- Ambassade de la République du Yémen, Cointrin, Switzerland.



