	







King and Prime Minister,
King Abdullah bin Abdul Aziz Al Saud
The Custodian of the two Holy Mosques
Office of His Majesty the King
Royal Court, Riyadh
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia


8th  January 2015


Your Excellency,

I am writing to appeal to you urgently in the case of Raif Badawi. He was publicly flogged on 9 January in front of the al-Jafali mosque in Jeddah. He is at risk of receiving the remaining 950 lashes over the coming weeks. I would like to express my profound disturbance at the flogging of Raif Badawi, which is a flagrant violation of the prohibition on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading punishment in international law.

I am calling on your government to:
•	put a stop to any further flogging of Raif Badawi;
•	release Raif Badawi immediately and unconditionally as he is a prisoner of conscience,  detained solely for exercising his right to freedom of expression;
•	ensure that his conviction and sentence are quashed.


Hoping to hear good news from your side I remain


Yours sincerely,


	







His Royal Highness
Prince Mohammed bin Naif bin Abdul Aziz Al Saud
Ministry of the Interior
P.O. Box 2933
Airport Road, Riyadh 11134
Riyadh 11134
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
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