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His Excellency
Ayatollah Sayed 'Ali Khamenei
Leader of the Islamic Republic
The Office of the Supreme Leader
Islamic Republic Street – End of Shahid
Keshvar Doust Street
Tehran /Islamic Republic of Iran

info_leader@leader.ir 


							Date	

Your Excellency,

I wish to urgently express my profound concern at reports that Behrouz Ghobadi, brother of internationally acclaimed Iranian film-maker, Bahman Ghobadi, member of the Kurdish minority in Iran, was arrested on 4 November 2012 by men in plain clothes, believed to belong to the Ministry of Intelligence. He was in a taxi driving from Sanandaj to a Tehran airport. The reasons for his arrest do not appear to have been disclosed to his family or lawyer, and the exact charges brought against him remain unclear.

He is reportedly being held in a Ministry of Intelligence detention centre, placing him at risk of torture or other ill-treatment. There is also serious concern for Behrouz Ghobadi's state of health, as he suffers from various chronic medical conditions, including asthma and a heart condition, both of which require medical care and medication.

I take the liberty of urging the authorities
	to ensure that Behrouz Ghobadi is protected from torture and other ill-treatment;

to ensure that he is granted adequate medical treatment;
to allow Behrouz Ghobadi immediate and regular visits from family and a lawyer of his own choosing.

Furthermore, I wish to urgently point out that if Behrouz Ghobadi has been arrested solely in connection with his or his brother's film-making activities, he is a prisoner of conscience and must be immediately and unconditionally released.

Thanking you for your rapid intervention, I remain

								        Most respectfully yours
 
  								
Copies of this letter to:
- H.E. Mohammad Javad Larijani, High Council for Human Rights.  info@humanrights-iran.ir 
- The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Bern, Switzerland. secretariat@iranembassy.ch 





