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Dear President Obama,
From July 16-26 governments will discuss the criteria for arms transfers when the Arms Trade Treaty is negotiated at the United Nations in New York. As I am sure you are aware, the increasingly global trade in conventional arms carries an enormous human cost. I am deeply concerned that human rights criteria that could save the lives of millions of people risk being seriously weakened during negotiations of this historic Treaty.
Therefore, I am writing to you urgently to ask you to ensure that the “Golden Rule” on human rights is included in the Arms Trade Treaty, namely that arms transfers shall not be permitted where there is a substantial risk that the arms are likely to be used to commit or facilitate serious violations of international human rights law or war crimes.
I fear that if the Arms Trade Treaty fails to include strong, binding human rights criteria, nations will inevitably exploit any loopholes and this historic opportunity to save millions of lives by regulating the global arms trade will be lost. Thus I am asking you to play a leading role in these talks, to stand up for the protection of human rights and to make the treaty “bullet proof” by including all types of arms transfer as well as ammunition.
I hope very much that you will agree with me in wishing to see an end to the destruction of countless lives and livelihoods caused by irresponsible transfers of conventional arms across the world and that you will take firm action to guarantee the inclusion of the “Golden Rule” in the Treaty.
Yours very sincerely,









Copy to: American Embassy, Berne, Switzerland.


