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His Excellency
Sar Kheng
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
of the Interior
# 75 Norodom Blvd. 
Khan Chamkarmon
Phnom Penh / Cambodia


Fax: +855 23 212708  

									

							Date     	

Your Excellency,

I am deeply concerned about information that thirteen women representatives from the Boeung Kak Lak community in Phonm Penh have been sentenced after a summary trial. They had been arrested on 22 May during a peaceful protest to support 18 local families whose homes had been destroyed in forced evictions. The women were among a group of protesters who gathered where the homes of the 18 families had stood before they were destroyed. - Police and district security guards broke up the protest violently, chasing and arresting thirteen of the women. They are: Chan Navy, Cheng Leap, Heng Mom, Kong Chantha, Nget Khun, Ngoun Kimlang, Pao Saopea, Phan Chan Reth, Soung Samai, Srong Srey Leap, Tep Vanny, Tho Davy and Toul Srey Pov.

They were charged, on 24 May, by the Phnom Penh Municipal Court under Article 34/59 of the Land Law and Article 504 of the Penal Code. Their lawyers' request for the case files and evidence, to call witnesses and be granted a delay to prepare, were denied. 

After three hours' trial time,  all the women were sentenced to two-and-a-half years in prison; five of them with six months suspended, and Nget Khun, 72 years old, with one-and-a-half years suspended. 

One woman, Ly Chanary, and a male representative, Sao Sarouen, were arrested outside the court, on 24 May, on the same charges. They had been ready to appear as defence witnessed. They are in pre-trial detention. – A human rights defender and Buddhist monk, Venerable Luon Sovath, was also manhandled, bundled into a car and taken away by plain-clothed men. He was released after having been held incommunicado for 10 hours at Wat Botum. 

I wish to urge the authorities
	to immediately and unconditionally release the 13 women who have been imprisoned for taking part in a peaceful protest;

to release Sao Sarouen and Ly Chanay, and end the harassment of Venerable Luaon Sovath;
to take steps to end the harassment of human rights defenders and allow peaceful protest to take place without fear of arrest or violence. 

Thanking you for your intervention, I remain most respectfully yours 
 


A copy of this letter is sent to:
- His Excellency Hor Nam Hong, Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation.
- The Embassy of Cambodia in Switzerland.

