From:




Lt Gen Ko Ko
Minister of Home Affairs
Ministry of Home Affairs
Office No. 10
Nay Pyi Taw
Republic of the Union of Myanmar

Fax: 00 95 67 412 439


Date:





Dear Minister,
I am writing to you because I am extremely concerned about the health of U Gambira, who is serving a 63-year prison sentence and is currently being held in Myaungmya prison, Ayeryawady Division. U Gambira is in need of urgent medical attention, as a result of injuries received when he was repeatedly tortured in 2009 in Hkamti prison. Subsequently he was held in solitary confinement in Kale prison, where other prisoners reported on his serious health problems. U Gambira has only recently been transferred to Myaungmya prison, which is over 600 km from Meiktila where his family lives.
U Gambira’s condition is serious and he is in urgent need of appropriate treatment. Therefore I am appealing to you to ensure that he is admitted to hospital immediately for a full and independent medical examination and to ensure that he is given all necessary medical treatment.
It seems that U Gambira was sentenced in November 2008 after an unfair trial and that he had been detained only because of his peaceful activism. This makes him a prisoner of conscience and I call for his immediate and unconditional release.
As I am sure you are aware, torture and other forms of ill-treatment are absolutely prohibited under international law. The treatment U Gambira was submitted to was shocking and I ask for a full and impartial investigation of the reports of his torture. I trust you will agree that the results must be made public and those found to be responsible brought to justice.
Thank you in advance for your help in taking action on my above requests.
Yours respectfully,











Copies of this letter to:
- Dr. Pe Thet Khin, Minister of Health, Republic of the Union of Myanmar.
- Ambassade de la République de l‘Union du Myanmar, Paris, France.

