


_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
King
Shaikh Hamad bin ‘Issa Al Khalifa
Office of His Majesty the King
P.O. Box 555
Rifa’a Palace 
al-Manama
Bahrain

Fax: 00 973 1766 4587



	______________



Your Majesty,

I am writing to you on behalf of Abdulhadi Al-Khawaja, one of the 14 opposition activists who were arrested in late March and early April 2011. Several of the 14 say they were tortured during the first few days of detention. The activists are prisoners of conscience, held solely for exercising their rights to freedom of expression and association, and an Amnesty International observer present at the appeal sessions concluded that the courts produced no evidence that any of the 14 had committed a crime. 

In February 2012 one of the activists, Mr Al-Khawaja, started a hunger strike in protest against his detention, following which he was transferred to the Military Hospital. His family and lawyer have been kept away from him for most of that time, in spite of Mr Al-Khawaja's requests.

I respectfully call on you to grant Abdulhadi Al-Khawaja immediate access to his lawyer; beyond this, though, I urge you to have all 14 opposition activists released immediately and unconditionally, as they are prisoners of conscience. Moreover, it is necessary that there is an immediate independent investigation into the prisoners' allegations of torture, the results of such an investigation are made public and anyone found responsible is brought to justice.

Yours sincerely,








_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
Prime Minister
Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa
Office of the Prime Minister
P.O. Box 1000
al-Manama
Bahrain


Fax: 00 973 17533033 / 00 973 17532839


	______________



Your Highness,

I am writing to you on behalf of Abdulhadi Al-Khawaja, one of the 14 opposition activists who were arrested in late March and early April 2011. Several of the 14 say they were tortured during the first few days of detention. The activists are prisoners of conscience, held solely for exercising their rights to freedom of expression and association, and an Amnesty International observer present at the appeal sessions concluded that the courts produced no evidence that any of the 14 had committed a crime. 

In February 2012 one of the activists, Mr Al-Khawaja, started a hunger strike in protest against his detention, following which he was transferred to the Military Hospital. His family and lawyer have been kept away from him for most of that time, in spite of Mr Al-Khawaja's requests.

I respectfully call on you to grant Abdulhadi Al-Khawaja immediate access to his lawyer; beyond this, though, I urge you to have all 14 opposition activists released immediately and unconditionally, as they are prisoners of conscience. Moreover, it is necessary that there is an immediate independent investigation into the prisoners' allegations of torture, the results of such an investigation are made public and anyone found responsible is brought to justice.

Yours sincerely,









_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
Minister of Justice and Islamic Affairs
Shaikh Khalid bin Ali Al Khalifa
Ministry of Justice and Islamic Affairs,
P. O. Box 450
al-Manama
Bahrain


Fax: 00 973 17536343  / 00 973 17531284

	______________



Your Excellency,

I am writing to you on behalf of Abdulhadi Al-Khawaja, one of the 14 opposition activists who were arrested in late March and early April 2011. Several of the 14 say they were tortured during the first few days of detention. The activists are prisoners of conscience, held solely for exercising their rights to freedom of expression and association, and an Amnesty International observer present at the appeal sessions concluded that the courts produced no evidence that any of the 14 had committed a crime. 

In February 2012 one of the activists, Mr Al-Khawaja, started a hunger strike in protest against his detention, following which he was transferred to the Military Hospital. His family and lawyer have been kept away from him for most of that time, in spite of Mr Al-Khawaja's requests.

I respectfully call on you to grant Abdulhadi Al-Khawaja immediate access to his lawyer; beyond this, though, I urge you to have all 14 opposition activists released immediately and unconditionally, as they are prisoners of conscience. Moreover, it is necessary that there is an immediate independent investigation into the prisoners' allegations of torture, the results of such an investigation are made public and anyone found responsible is brought to justice.

Yours sincerely,










