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His Majesty
Shaikh Hamad bin 'Issa Al Khalifa
King of Bahrain
Office of His Majesty the King
P.O. Box 555
Rifa'a Palace
Al-Manama
KINGDOM OF BAHRAIN


Fax: +973 17 66 45 87



									Date	     
					
Your Majesty,

I take the liberty of expressing my serious concern at information that, on 28 September, Bahrain's National Safety Court, a military court, announced its verdict in the trial of 21 Bahrain opposition activists:
Seven of them were tried in absentia. Among the 14 defendants present in court - all civilians - who had led and participated in demonstrations in February and March, seven were sentenced to life imprisonment, four were sentenced to 15 years in prison, two were given five years in prison, and one received a two-year prison sentence. The defendants denied the charges of "setting up terror groups to topple the royal regime and change the constitution".

The appeal hearing before the National Safety Court of Appeal began on 6 September. On 28 September, in a brief session lasting only a few minutes, the appeal court upheld all the convictions and sentences imposed on the 21 defendants.

At the trial, the military prosecution is reported to have failed to provide any substantive evidence that the accused used or advocated violence during the popular protests in February and March. It is believed that these defendants did not receive a fair trial and that some or all of the 14 detainees may be prisoners of conscience detained solely for peacefully exercising their right to freedom of expression and assembly.

I wish to most respectfully ask the authorities 
	to immediately and unconditionally release all prisoners of conscience being held in Bahrain;

to order an immediate independent investigation into the  alleged torture or other ill-treatment of some of the detainees, make its result public, and bring anyone responsible to justice.

Thanking you for your intervention, I remain

Most respectfully yours

A copy of this letter is sent to:
The Embassy of the Kingdom of Bahrain, Paris, France.


