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His Majesty
Shaikh Hamad bin Issa Al Khalifa
King of Bahrain
Office of His Majesty the King
P.O.Box 555
Rifa'a Palace
Al-Manama
KINGDOM OF BAHRAIN


Fax: +973 17 66 45 87


										Date	
					
Your Majesty,

I take the liberty of expressing my serious concern at information about rising tension and violence in Bahrain.

On 15 March, two protesters were killed in Sitra in clashes with the security forces, which also attacked protesters at the entrance to Sitra's medical centre and prevented injured people from accessing treatment. 
On 16 March, six people, including two security officials, were killed in clashes between Bahraini and Saudi Arabian security forces and protesters. 
On 16 March, security forces were reported to be encircling Manama's main al-Salmaniya hospital, blocking access to people in need of medical assistance and preventing some 100 medical staff from leaving the hospital. 
on 17 March, the following eight prominent opposition activists:
Hassan Mshaima', Dr. 'Abdel-Jalil al-Singace, 'Abdel-Wahab Hussain, Sa'eed al-Nuri, Ibrahim Sharif, 'Abdel-Hadi al-Mukhodher, Hassan al-Haddad, Dr. 'Ali al-'Ekri
were arrested by a joint force of Bahraini and Saudi Arabian security forces without producing arrest warrants. The authorities have not revealed where they are being held. There is great fear for their safety. 

For these reasons I wish to most respectfully urge the authorities
	to immediately release the eight activists named above, as they are prisoners of conscience, detained for their legitimate exercise of freedom of expression and other human rights;

to protect them from torture and other ill-treatment as long as they remain in custody;
to order an immediate, thorough and independent investigation into the deaths of protesters killed since 14 February;
to ensure that those responsible for excessive use of force are brought to justice;
to respect and uphold the right to freedom of expression, movement and assembly in Bahrain, including the right to peaceful protest.

Thanking you for your intervention, I remain
Most respectfully yours


A copy of this letter is sent to:
The Embassy of the Kingdom of Bahrain in Switzerland.


