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His Excellency
Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono
President of the Republic of Indonesia
Istana Merdeka
Jakarta 10110
INDONESIA


Fax: +62 21 345 2685


        Date 

Your Excellency, 

I take the liberty of expressing my serious concern on behalf the Ahmadiyya community, a religious minority in Indonesia, who is facing increasing restrictions, intimidation and attacks because of their beliefs, since the killings of three Ahmadis in the sub-district of Cikeusik, Banten province on 6 February. Since then, at least four provinces in Indonesia – South Sulawesi, West and East Java and Banten – have issued new regional regulations restricting Ahmadiyya activities.

The right to freedom of religion is guaranteed in the Indonesian Constitution. Moreover, Article 18 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), to which Indonesia is a state party, states that "this right shall include freedom to have or to adopt a religion or belief of his choice" and that "no one shall be subject to coercion which would impair his freedom to have or to adopt a religion or belief of his choice". 

May I most respectfully urge the authorities
	to conduct prompt, independent and impartial investigations into all reports of intimidation and attacks against the Ahmadiyya community and bring the perpetrators to justice with international fair trial standards;

to investigate reports that the military in West Java province have been involved in the intimidation of Ahmadiyya followers and forced them to renounce their faith;
to take immediate steps to review and repeal all laws and regulations that restrict the right to freedom of religion as guaranteed in Article 18 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR);
to publicly condemn statements inciting violence against the Ahmadiyya and take steps to ensure that all religious minorities are protected and allowed to practice their faith free from fear, intimidation and attack.

Thanking you for your intervention, I remain 
most respectfully yours
										
A copy of this letter to:
The Embassy of Indonesia in Berne, Switzerland.


