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His Excellency
Raouf Rashid Abdulrahman
Minister of Justice
Kurdistan Regional Government
Erbil
Republic of Iraq



								Date 

Your Excellency,

I have been informed that

Walid Yunis Ahmad, also known as Abu Khubeib,

who was arrested in Erbil on 6 February 2000, has been sentenced, on 17 March 2011, to five years in prison after an unfair trial. 

The charges against him were based on information said to have been provided by "secret informants" who have not been identified and who did not appear in court to give evidence, or to be questiond by Walid Yunis Ahmad's defence lawyer. No evidence was produced of the letters that Walid Yunis Ahmad supposedly sent from prison to give orders  and instructions to his followers in Kirkuk and Mosul, which are the basis of his conviction. 
 
Amnesty International believes that the charges against Walid Yunis Ahmad have been fabricated against him, possibly in order to justify retroactively his long detention without trial. 

I call upon you with the utmost urgency 
	to immediately release  Walid Yunis Ahmad and drop the the charges against him; 
	to afford reparation to Walid Yunis Ahmad and his family for his extremely long detention without charge or trial, as well as for the torture and other ill-treatment to which he was subjected; 
	to order an independent investigation into the prolonged detention of Walid Yunis Ahmad and the apparent fabrication of serious charges against him, and for those responsible to be held accountable. 


Thanking you for you prompt intervention on behalf of Walid Yunis Ahmad, I remain

				Most respectfully yours
	 							  
Copy of this letter to:
The Embassy of Iraq in Berne, Switzerland


















Copy to H.E. Judge Dara Noureddin, Minister of Justice

Susanne Moses
34, Bas du Village
CH-1789 Lugnorre
Switzerland











His Excellency
Nuri Kamil al-Maliki
Prime Minister
Convention Centre (Qasr al-Ma'aridh)
Baghdad
IRAQ


								21 December 2010

Your Excellency, 

I take the liberty of addressing you this letter in order to express once more my extreme concern at reports that at least 37 persons may face the death sentence by the end of 2010, as they have apparently exhausted all legal remedies. 

Amnesty International recognizes that governments have an obligation to bring to justice those responsible for serious crimes, but without recourse to the death penalty. The death penalty is a violation of the right to life and the ultimate form of cruel, inhuman and degrading punishment and should not be applied for any crime whatsoever. 

Furthermore, in cases like the above-mentioned, there is the additional concern that the confessions may have been obtained by force, and that there remain doubts about these persons having committed the offences they are accused of. 

May I therefore be permitted to ask and implore the authorities
	not to proceed with the execution of the 37 people currently reported to be at imminent risk;

	to commute all death sentences and immediately declare a moratorium on executions, in accordance with the recent UN General Assembly resolution calling for a worldwide moratorium on executions.


Thanking you for your rapid  intervention, I remain

							Most respectfully yours

 
Copies of this letter to:
- Judge Dara Noureddin, Minister of Justice.
- Mr. Wajdan Mikhail Salam, Minister of Human Rights.
- The Embassy of Iraq in Berne, Switzerland













Copy to H.E. Wajdan Mikhail Salam, Minister of Human Rights

Susanne Moses
34, Bas du Village
CH-1789 Lugnorre
Switzerland











His Excellency
Nuri Kamil al-Maliki
Prime Minister
Convention Centre (Qasr al-Ma'aridh)
Baghdad
IRAQ


								21 December 2010

Your Excellency, 

I take the liberty of addressing you this letter in order to express once more my extreme concern at reports that at least 37 persons may face the death sentence by the end of 2010, as they have apparently exhausted all legal remedies. 

Amnesty International recognizes that governments have an obligation to bring to justice those responsible for serious crimes, but without recourse to the death penalty. The death penalty is a violation of the right to life and the ultimate form of cruel, inhuman and degrading punishment and should not be applied for any crime whatsoever. 

Furthermore, in cases like the above-mentioned, there is the additional concern that the confessions may have been obtained by force, and that there remain doubts about these persons having committed the offences they are accused of. 

May I therefore be permitted to ask and implore the authorities
	not to proceed with the execution of the 37 people currently reported to be at imminent risk;

	to commute all death sentences and immediately declare a moratorium on executions, in accordance with the recent UN General Assembly resolution calling for a worldwide moratorium on executions.


Thanking you for your rapid  intervention, I remain

							Most respectfully yours

 
Copies of this letter to:
- H.E. Judge Dara Noureddin, Minister of Justice.
- H.E. Wajdan Mikhail Salam, Minister of Human Rights.
- The Embassy of Iraq in Berne, Switzerland




