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							Date	
Dear President Lukashenka,

I take the liberty of expressing my serious concern at reports that the organizers of a largely peaceful demonstration in Minsk, among them six of the nine opposition presidential candidates, have been detained under suspicion of organizing mass disorder. They are:
Presidential candidates:
Uladzimir Nyaklyayeu, Andrei Sannikau, Rygor Kastuseu, Alyaksei Mihalevich, Vital Rymasheusky, Mykalau Statkevich. 
Opposition activists:
Alyaksandr Atroshchenkau, Pavel Sevyarinets, Zmitser Bandarenka, Anatol Lyabedska, Anastasiya Palazhanka, Andrei Dzmitzryeu, Tatsyana Shakal, Alyaksandr Fyaduta, Alyaksandr Klaskousky, Uladzimir Kobets. 
Journalists:
Iryna Khalip, Natallya Radzina.

Opposition groups had called on their supporters to gather in central Minsk after voting finished on 19 December. Up to 30.000 demonstrators marched to the parliament building unhindered by law enforcement officers. At around 9pm, they gathered outside the parliament building, and opposition leaders gave speeches, among them Mykalau Statkevich, who called on the crowd to be peaceful, when a group of about 20 masked men armed with batons called on the crowd to storm the  building and started to break windows. 

The riot police who had moved in to clear the demonstrators from the Square, detained many opposition activists. One of them, Andrei Sannikau, was injured during the break up of the demonstration and was detained by police officers on his way to hospital. Another activist; Uladzimir Nyaklyayeu, was beaten by law enforcement officers and was dragged from the intensive care department of a hospital by police officers. 

I most respectfully urge President Lukashenka
	to ensure that those detained for organizing or participating in the demonstrations in Minsk on 19 December, listed above, are immediately and unconditionally released;

to respect the obligation of Belarus as a state party to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights to guarantee freedom of expression and assembly to all on its territory. Therefore, anybody prosecuted for the legitimate and peaceful expression of his/her political views is a prisoner of conscience.
I most respectfully urge the authorities
	to conduct  a thorough and independent investigation into the events of 19 December to determine who was responsible for acts of vandalism to the parliament building;

to investigate all allegations of disproportionate use of force by law enforcement officers.

Thanking you for your intervention, I remain 
							Most respectfully yours    
							       			 
Copy of this letter:
To the Embassy of the Republic of Belarus in Muri, Switzerland swiss@belembassy.org 

