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Dear President Lukashenka,

I have been informed that those accused of organizing or taking part in demonstrations on 19 December in Minsk are now on trial and am greatly concerned that detainees have been subjected to torture.

Alyaksandr Atroshchankau, former press secretary to presidential candidate Andrei Sannikov, was sentenced on 2 March to four years' imprisonment for taking part in the demonstration. He had told his wife, Darya Korsak, that he had been tortured in the KGB pre-trial detention centre in Minsk.

Alyaksei Mihalevich, who was released on 19 February, held a press conference on 28 February where he spoke out about the torture and other ill-treatment that had been inflicted on him and other detainees. 

There is great fear that those still detained, including Andrei Sannikov, are at risk of ill-treatment. On 4 March, Andrei Sannikov's mother, who had come to the prison to deliver a food parcel to him, was turned away by the prison authorities who told her that he was too unwell to receive the parcel.

I urgently ask the authorities
	to release Alyaksandr Atroshchankau and the other 11 prisoners of conscience immediately and unconditionally;
	to order prompt and impartial investigations into the allegations that KGB officers used torture and other ill-treatment against Alyaksandr Atroshchankau, Alyaksei Mihalevich and other detainees;
	to allow an independent medical expert to visit all detainees to ensure that they are receiving adequate medical assistance.


I wish to remind the authorities that, as a state party to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), Belarus is obliged to prevent torture and other ill-treatment and to ensure that any allegations are promptly, independently and effectively investigated. Furthermore, as a state party to the ICCPR, Belarus has to ensure that people who have been tortured or witnessed torture do not suffer reprisals for complaining about it.

Thanking you for your intervention, I remain

Most respectfully yours
 
							       			 
Copy of this letter:
To the Embassy of the Republic of Belarus in Muri, Switzerland

