Sender:






His Royal Highness Prince Naif bin ‘Abdul ‘Aziz Al-Saud
Second Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of the Interior
Ministry of the Interior
P.O. Box 2933
Airport Road Riyadh 11134
Kingdom of SAUDI ARABIA



Date:



Your Royal Highness,
I am writing to you because of my serious concern about the safety and wellbeing of
	Dr Mohammed ‘Abdullah al-‘Abdulkareem
	(Professor of law at the Imam Muhammad bin Saud Islamic University)
who has been held incommunicado ever since he was arrested at his home on 5th December.
It is likely that Dr Mohammed ‘Abdullah al-‘Abdulkareem is being held in al-Ha’ir prison in Riyadh, but the reason for his arrest is not clear. Therefore, I am asking for details of any charges against him to be made public and for a guarantee that any legal proceedings against him conform to international standards for fair trial.
As those in incommunicado detention are often at risk of human rights abuses, I urgently request you to ensure that Dr Mohammed ‘Abdullah al-‘Abdulkareem is protected from torture or any other ill-treatment, that he is allowed prompt and regular access to a lawyer of his choosing, and that he is allowed to see his family regularly.
May I point out that if Dr Mohammed ‘Abdullah al-‘Abdulkareem is being held solely because he peacefully exercised his right to freedom of expression and freedom of assembly (guaranteed under the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights) he would be considered by Amnesty International to be a prisoner of conscience. In this case, I call for his immediate and unconditional release. 
I hope you will do everything in your power to ensure Dr Mohammed ‘Abdullah al-‘Abdulkareem’s wellbeing and fair treatment.
Yours very respectfully,














Copy of this letter to:
- Bandar Mohammed ‘Abdullah al-Aiban, President, Human Rights Commission, Riyadh
- Embassy of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Berne, Switzerland

