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His Excellency
Ayatollah Sayed 'Ali Khamenei
Leader of the Islamic Republic
Office of the Supreme Leader
Islamic Republic Street -
End of Shahid Keshvar Doust Street 
Tehran 
Islamic Republic of Iran
			      via website: http://www.leader.ir/langs/en/index.php?p=letter					      			

									Date 
Your Excellency, 

I take the liberty of expressing my profound concern at reports that 
Reza Khandan, 
who has publicly campaigned for fair treatment for his wife, imprisoned human rights lawyer Nasrin Sotoudeh, was summoned for questioning by the Iranian authorities on 16 January:
	He was held overnight in Evin Prison on 16 January. 

He was kept waiting for three hours before being taken to a prison cell, where he was held with another inmate. 
He was required to put on prison clothing and was questioned for about 10 minutes while blindfolded and asked to put two of his replies in writing.
He was told that he was accused of "publishing lies" and "disturbing public opinion" on account of an unpublished letter he wrote to the Prosecutor's Office, in which he complained about the conditions of detention of his wife, Nasrin Sotoudeh. 
He was released on 17 January, but is at risk of further harassment by the security authorities.

May I be permitted to remind the Iranian authorities 
	that the harassment and arrest of family members of prisoners, solely in order to stop their public campaigning, amounts to reprisals that violate Article 12 (2) of the UN Declaration of Human Rights;

that lawyers have "the right to take part in public discussion of matters concerning the law, the administration of justice and the promotion and protection of human rights" and must be allowed to carry out their work without intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference".

I wish to most urgently ask the authorities to immediately and unconditionally release prisoner of conscience Nasrin Sotoudeh, imprisoned solely for the peaceful exercise of her right to freedom of expression and association, including her work as a lawyer.

Thanking you for prompt intervention, I remain
									Most respectfully yours
 
 									
Copies of this letter to:
- H.E. Mohammad Javad Larijani, Secretary General, High Council for Human Rights.
- The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Bern, Switzerland.


