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His Excellency
Premier WEN Jiabao Guojia Zongli
The State Council General Office
2 Fuyoujie
Xichengqu
Beijingshi 100017
PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

Fax: +86 10 659 611 09


										Date	
Your Excellency,

I take the liberty of expressing my profound concern on behalf of
                                                                 Tian Xi, a HIV/AIDS activist,
who contracted HIV, hepatitis B and Hepatitis C through a blood transfusion in 1996, when he was nine years old. 

On 2 August 2010, he went to the hospital where he had received that transfusion to speak with the Principal of the hospital about compensation for himself and for others infected through transfusions there. The Principal refused to address his concerns and physically rebuffed him. In some irritation, Tian Xi pushed items off his desk. 

Nearly 20 police officers and people in white coats came to Tian Xi's home on the night of 17 August, took him to the Xincai County Number 2 People's Hospital and put him in a hospital room designated for people in police custody, with several police officers in the room. The next day he was transferred to Xincai police station for detention, formally arrested on 23 August and charged with "intentionally damaging property", in the form of hospital cups and other things that had been on the Principal's desk. His case was moved to the procurator on 25 August. There is serious concern that he is at risk of torture and other ill-treatment.

May I express my doubts that the incident was sufficiently serious to attract criminal punishment and detention, and appears rather to be part of a concerted effort by the authorities to stop his human rights activities on behalf of people infected with HIV/AIDS through official malpractice.

According to his lawyer, Tian Xi did not have adequate access to the medical treatment he needs. 

I most respectfully urge the authorities:
	to immediately and unconditionally release Tian Xi, as the incident does not at all seem sufficiently serious to attract criminal punishment and detention; 

to guarantee that he will not be tortured or otherwise ill-treated;
to ensure that Tian Xi has access to lawyers of his choice, to his family and to any medical attention he may require;
to order an impartial investigation into allegations by Tian Xi and other HIV/AIDS victims that they contracted HIV, hepatitis B and hepatitis C through blood transfusions conducted in state hospitals using blood from government-sanctioned blood collecting stations, and to review the compensation given to some of those infected as a result of poor practice in blood collection.

Thanking you for your immediate help and intervention, I remain
                                                                                                                           Most respectfully yours

Copy of this letter to:
The Embassy of the Republic of China in Berne, Switzerland

