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PRISONERS DENIED DRINKING WATER
Dear Minister,

Fifteen male prisoners of conscience, currently on hunger strike in Insein Prison in Myanmar, are reportedly being tortured or otherwise ill-treated. They have been denied drinking water, and eight of them have been held in cells designed to hold dogs. Depriving prisoners of drinking water as a punishment for participating in a hunger strike could result in the prison authorities being responsible for the rapid death of the hunger strikers due to dehydration. This would amount to a violation of the right to life according to international law, including in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. This also violated Rule 21(2) of the UN Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners, which states that drinking water shall be available to every prisoner whenever they need it.

Eight of the 15 hunger strikers were reportedly moved to dog cells on 29 October. The dog cells at Insein Prison are about 3m in length, just over 2m wide, but it is possible to stand upright. They are windowless and often have poor ventilation. There is generally no proper sanitation, no bed and no mats on the floor.

By the morning of 1 November it was reported that two of the hunger strikers had been sent to hospital. The hunger strikers have also been denied visits from their families and receipt of parcels from relatives, which may include medicine, food or letters.

We are urgently requesting the Myanmar authorities to take immediate action to ensure that the hunger strikers are provided with adequate drinking water and are removed from dog cells, and are not subjected to further torture or other ill-treatment including subjecting them to mental or physical abuses. We would like to remind you that torture and other forms of ill-treatment are absolutely prohibited under International Law. Furthermore, we urge the Myanmar authorities to conduct a full and impartial investigation into the reports that eight hunger strikers were placed in dog cells and that others were deprived of drinking water; with the results of the investigation made public and those responsible brought to justice.

We trust that the Myanmar authorities abide by the UN Standard Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners, International Law and the Declaration of Human Rights in general, and immediately provide the prisoners with the life-saving drinking water and appropriate medical 
treatment.

Yours sincerely,
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