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Ort und Datum/ Lieu et date:

Your Excellency

Juvenile offender Ebrahim Hamidi, now aged 18, has been sentenced to death for allegedly sexually assaulting a man two years ago, when he was 16. He has retracted his “confession”, saying he made it under coercion. He is at risk of execution and currently without a lawyer. 

Ebrahim Hamidi had been involved in a fight, in the suburbs of Tabriz, in East Azerbaijan Province. He and three friends were arrested afterwards, and charged with committing a sexual assault on one of the men they had been fighting. Hamidi confessed to the crime after three days in detention, during which he said he was tortured. The other three were promised that they would be freed if they testified against Ebrahim Hamidi. All four were initially sentenced to death but during a third trial, the other three defendants were acquitted while Ebrahim Hamidi was again sentenced to death for lavat , or “sodomy”. The alleged victim admitted in a recorded statement to police on 7 July 2010 that he had been under pressure from his parents to make false accusations.

The Supreme Court has rejected the East Azerbaijan provincial court’s verdict twice and has ordered a re-examination of the case, but the provincial court apparently intends to proceed with the execution.

I am therefore

· calling on you to halt the execution of Ebrahim Hamidi, and commute his death sentence;

· reminding you that Iran is a state party to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) and the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), which prohibit the use of the death penalty against people convicted of having committed crimes which took place when they were under 18;

· urging you to investigate the allegations that Ebrahim Hamidi was tortured, to bring those found responsible to justice and to disregard as evidence in courts statements obtained under torture. 

Thank you for your immediate help and intervention

Yours sincerely

Copies of this letter to:

Director, Human Rights Headquarters Mohammad Javad Larijani, Tehran, Iran

Ambassade de la République Islamique d'Iran, Berne, Switzerland
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Leader of the Islamic Republic


Ayatollah Sayed ‘Ali Khamenei


The Office of the Supreme Leader


Islamic Republic Street – End of Shahid Keshvar Doust Street 


Tehran


Islamic Republic of Iran
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Head of the Judiciary


Ayatollah Sadeqh Larijani


Howzeh Riyasat-e Qoveh Qazaiyeh (Office of the Head of the Judiciary) 


Pasteur St., Vali Asr Ave., south of Serah-e Jomhouri


Tehran 1316814737


Islamic Republic of Iran
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